KERN COUNTY PROGRESS REPORT. 


January 30, 1950 


Having been intimately associated since 193) with the efforts of 
Kern County to solve health and sanitation problems, we have been rex 
quested to report on the progress of the agricultural housing and 
sanitation programs of Kern County, A list of what we consider to 
be some of the most important factors of the Kern program and some 
brief comments on these factors may help to focus thinking and assist 
in finding an answer to some of the questions now being posed, 


FACTORS 


Kern County has had a well qualified full-time 
Health Department staff that has increased with 
the growth of the population, 


Inspectors of the State Division of Housing 
have made regular inspections of labor camps 
in Kern County, 


Kern County Growers have cooperated by making 
needed corrections and improvements in labor 
camps far beyond the minimum standards required 
by the labor code, 


The cordial cooperation between the Growers, the 
Inspectors of the State Division of Immigration 
and Housing and all of the prefessional personnel 
of the Kern County Health Department, 


The ready cooperation of the District Attorney's 
office in the relatively few instances they were 
called upon for assistance, 


6, The cooperative willingness of the Kern County 
Board of Supervisors to approve necessary budgets 
and adopt needed ordinances when requested to do so, 


There has been no attempt to list the above factors as to their 
relative importance, indeed it is doubtful if an agreement could be 
reached as to the relative importance of the items enumerated, 


COMMENTS 


Factor Number 1: The existence of a well staffed 
local Health Department certainly can be consider~ 
ed as an importmt factor, but without the other 
factors would quite likely have proved important, 


Factor Number 2: The inspections of the Division of 
Housing cannot be given all the credit for the 
improvements noted in Kern County but most certain- 
ly they have been a strong contributing factor, 
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Factor Number 3: It would scarcely be claimed by the 
most enthusiastic Kern County Grower that relatively 
all of the progressive agriculturists were in Kern 
County alone. However, we certainly admit that a 
very great part of any credit due must go to the 
growers, 


Factor Number 4: The spirit of cooperation that has 
existed and has been maintained between the two 
official agencies and the Growers of Kern County, 
undoubtedly comes closer than any other one of 
the factors named to being the most important, 

This cooperation was brought about, First: by a 
complete understanding between the two official 
agencies, each functioning within a certain defined 
field of operation, We have never subscribed to 

the philosophy of the exclusive jurisdiction of 

one State agency in labor camps or any other place 
within the area covered by the local Health Depart- 
ment. Such a philosophy obviously cannot possibly 

be reconciled with the responsibility of the local 
health officer for the total health of his juris- 
dictions; Second: the adoption by those official 
agencies of policies looking toward an understand- 
ing of the problems of the Grower and working with 

the Grower in his efforts to improve his camps to 
progressively higher standards each year, This 

policy gained for the official agencies the confidence 
of the growers, During recent years groups of growers 
under their own leadership, using the official agencies 
as consultant, have improved their camps and raised 
standards considerably above the minimum required by 
law, 


A case in point is the Buttonwillow district, where a 
few years ago most of the camps were considered below 
minimum standard and a bad spot in the County, A recent 
survey shows that of the 82 labor camps in that district 
79 of them now have flush toilets, This is not to state 
that the installation of flush toilets alone brings a 
labor camp up to a satisfactory level. However, it is 
reliable indication that the grower who invests money 

in flush toilets has previously improved his camps with 
buildings and what is more important, with adequate camp 
management and caretaker services, Adequate caretaker 
services is what makes his investment in flush toilets 
and showers a practical one, 
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Factor Number 5: The cooperation of the District Attorney 
and other law enforeement agencies in Kern County has 
been most helpful, Without this cooperation, programs 
of improvement might have received serious setbacks, 
Very few prosecutioms have been resorted to and 

relatively few citations have been necessary, most of 
which resulted in coferences and compromises that 
required no court action, 


Factor Number 6: The willingness of the Kern County Board 
of Supervisors to approve adequate public health budgets 
has enabled the department to keep pace with the tremendous 
growth of the population of Kern County, The willingness 
and promptness of the Board of Supervisors of Kern County 
to enact needed ordinances has provided us with a means 
of meeting problems and correcting conditions not covered 
by state statutes, 


Some may ask the question: How long has Kern County been in the process 
of reaching the present level of sanitation and housing in labor camps? 


Answering this, we must admit that there has been gradual progress over 
a period of approximately 12 years.,.improvements coming very slowly at first, 
But gaining a momentum that accelerated to what almost amounted to a labor 
camp building boom during the past three or four years, 


It's a long, long time from 1937 to 1950 and though visable progress 
has been made, conditions are still far from that ideal where no more progress 
is needed, 


"Constant vigilance is the price of safety," The growers as well as 
we realize that frequent visits to the camps by the Sanitarians keep the 
caretakers functioning satisfactorily and protect the investment of the 
grower in his facilities, 


Even though the Kern County 1949 infant mortality rate is the lowest 
in its history, it is higher than the 199 state rate by 5 points, Our most 
serious health and sanitation problems do not now lie in the labor camps but 
in the fringe areas surrounding the centers of population, These are being 
attacked by the installation of sewers in many unincorporated urban areas, 
by the enforcement of building, plumbing, and electrical codes in urban 
areas, and the adoption of other regulations by which we hope to maintain 
an ever ascending level of health and sanitation and a continued lowering 
of our infant mortality rate, 


% 1949 provisional infant mortality rate for Kern County is 33.7 per 
1,000 live births, 


